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CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2019 

Dear Members 

In 2020 we will celebrate 10 years of 

revitalising the IFCA charity, the 

Community Centre and Fryerning Parish 

Room and having Peter Smith and his 

team operating the bar and kitchen. 

Sound management and successful 

applications for grants have resulted in 

ten years of making an operational surplus 

that has enabled so many improvements 

to the Centre as well as reducing our long-

term debts from £278,262 in 2010/11 to 

£118,789 in 2018/19. 

A third off membership fees 

To mark this quite remarkable 

achievement and say thanks to all of you 

who have supported us, we are reducing 

membership fees by a third from 2020 

and inviting new members to join before 

Christmas for the whole of 2020. Those 

joining by 31st January will benefit from 

the maximum discounted fee.  As usual, 

renewal forms for existing members will 

be available from behind the bar and 

forms for new members will be available 

in the bar or can be downloaded from our 

website. 

 

 

Please note there will be free parking at 

the Community Centre on Monday 23rd 

December and Christmas Eve.    

 

 
The revamped bar with new carpet 

 

Members’ discounted tariff in the bar. 

For several years we have struggled to 

ensure that only members benefit from 

the discounted prices at the bar. We have 

relied on visitors signing in for a small fee, 

which is difficult to police when there are 

so many bona fide guests and visitors 

attending shows and other events. We are 

keen to ensure members benefit from 

their membership but also want to 

encourage visitors as prospective new 

members once they have experienced the 

facilities on offer. 

 

Therefore in 2020 we will introduce a new 

dual pricing system in the bar. Members 

will need to present their new style plastic 

membership card to be swiped into the 

bar till in order to be charged the 

discounted members’ tariff. Visitors will 

pay a higher tariff but will not need to sign 

in. So when you get it please keep your 

new membership card with you. 

 



In the meantime the current 

arrangements for visitors will continue to 

apply.  

 

 

Review of the year 

2019 saw the final completion of the bar 

refurbishment with new carpet installed 

in February. Since then the doors to the 

main Hall have been refurbished and the 

vestibule and corridor, toilets, Committee 

room and dressing rooms were all 

repainted.  There is a new air-cooling 

system for the bar ‘cellar’, a new 

dishwasher and freezer and some much- 

needed new computers for the office. We 

have just  installed new back and side 

curtains to the stage, courtesy of a 

donation from the Ingatestone Rotary 

Club from the proceeds of last year’s 

Christmas Market.  

 

We have also been able to take on 

additional help in the office and appointed 

Karen Rayment in February to work 

alongside Jacky Craythorne and Brenda 

Hennessy and our Centre Co-ordinator 

Lee Stevens. 

 

November saw the launch of our 

revamped and much more informative 

website at www.ifcc.org.uk . You can now 

more readily find out about upcoming 

events and regular activities taking place.  

 

By the time you see this we will have held 

a sell-out Abba tribute evening and on 22-

24 November, Young Expressions youth 

theatre will be performing Alice in 

Wonderland. 

 

 
Tuesday Coffee mornings continue to go 

from strength to strength  

 

 

We are again joining forces with 

Ingatestone Rotary Club to hold a 

Christmas Market from noon on Sunday 

8th December. Father Christmas will be in 

residence in his grotto for most of the 

afternoon and there will be mulled wine 

and live music in the car park to keep out 

the chill along with stalls selling a range of 

gifts.  

 

The following week sees our annual 

pensioners’ Christmas afternoon tea on 

11th December. Tickets are £3 for 

members and £ 6 for non-members. 

 

N.B There is now a set of snooker balls 

available for members from the IFCA 

office from 10am on Mondays-Thursdays 

so no need to wait until the bar is open. 

 

Members are invited to attend the 

2018/19 Annual General Meeting that 

will be held on Wednesday 12th February 

2020 at 8.30pm. 

 

 

A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year to all our members from the IFCA 

Trustees and staff. 

http://www.ifcc.org.uk/

